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felt, that with one proud sarcastic observation, indicating contempt
more than anger, he led back the troops and drew off all his forces
safely.1
All things being considered, it was hardly surprising that
Lord Wellington was not in the best of spirits on his arrival
at Ciudad Rodrigo, and McGrigor coming to him to report
on hospital matters had a somewhat depressing interview,
I found him [says he] in a miserable small room leaning over the
fire. He was attentively reading some printed paper. He begged me
to be seated. I could see that the paper he was reading was Gobbet's
Register . . . After perusing it for a few minutes he threw it in the
fire, and anxiously enquired what reports I had of the sick and wounded.
He was in a very bad humour; he adverted in bitter language to the
disorder of the retreat2
And as the full cost of these disorders was brought home
to him by the immense returns of missing Lord Wellington's
feelings eventually overflowed in the following circular letter
to the general officers of his army:
GENTLEMEN,
I have ordered the army into cantonments, in which I
hope that circumstances will enable me to keep them for
some time, during which the troops will receive their clothing,
necessaries etc., which are already in progress by different
lines of communication to the several divisions of Brigades.
But besides these objects, I must draw your attention in
a very particular manner to the state of discipline of the
troops. The discipline of every army, after a long and
active campaign, becomes in some degree relaxed, and requires
the utmost attention on the part of the general and other
officers to bring it back to the state in which it ought to
be for service; but I am concerned to have to observe that
the army under my command has fallen off in this respect
in the late campaign to a greater degree than any army with
which I have ever served, or of which I have ever read*
1 Napier, VoL /F, p. 386.             2 McGrtgor, p. 32$.